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With nearly 6,500 Associates and on-site contract company employees who now call 
SIA their work “home,” Emergency Response Team (ERT) resources to provide support 
during emergency must also grow. Ensuring that the ERT is staffed at the correct levels 
is a process reviewed annually by the ERT Officers. Once staffing allocation numbers 
are known, the process of reviewing potential candidates begins in October, and takes 
about 3 months to complete. Adding members to all three shifts was a priority for 
2019. 

Under the direction of the Safety Manager, the ERT is made up of 40 Associates who 
provide a high level of effective response to emergency situations. All members 
receive monthly medical in-service training, and annual CPR/AED, first aid, confined 
space rescue (CSR), and hazardous material (Haz Mat) training.

Please welcome the following new members to the ERT:
• Body Shop 1st Shift: Leonard Heise
• Engine 1st Shift: Kyle Ricketts
• Body Shop 2nd Shift: Chris Carpenter and Anthony Black (transferring to 3rd this year)
• Trim & Final 2nd Shift: DJ Miller, John Murdock and Kevin Shelly
• Paint 2nd Shift: Chad Shedron and Everett Tilton
• Paint Maintenance 3rd Shift: Aaron “Wes” Shaffer

Emergency Response Team 
Adds 10 New Members

Despite the cruel winter and other factors putting a chill 
on February auto sales, with a long-predicted market 
slowdown that may have finally taken hold, Subaru has 
remained hot.

Compared to the same period a year ago, almost every automotive brand reported 
a U.S. sales decline in February. The U.S. automotive market recorded a 2.8 percent 
decrease compared to the same month last year. Analysts attribute the drop to the 
bitter cold weather, average interest rates hitting over 5 percent (the highest level in 
a decade), the government shutdown, as well as anxiety over federal tax refunds not 
being as high as people have seen in the past.  

While the overall numbers for the automotive market are gloomy, Subaru’s sales 
increased 3.9 percent for the best February ever. Subaru now has 87 consecutive 
months of yearly month-over-month growth.  The all-new Forester lead the brand 
in sales for February with 13,133 vehicles sold, an increase of 12.8 percent compared 
to February 2018, making it the best February ever for Forester. The SIA-built Ascent 
also had a strong month with 6,160 units sold. The Outback has now recorded 60 
consecutive months of more than 10,000 sales monthly.  

Subaru Canada (SCI) also reported its second-best February ever, with 3,069 vehicles 
sold in what is traditionally a slow month of sales. The Legacy lead the way with a 47.2 
percent sales increase compared to the same month last year. The Impreza, which was 
recently named the best compact car in Canada for the highest predicted resale value 
by ALG for the third consecutive year, also posted an impressive gain of 10.8 percent. 
Subaru as a whole was named the best mainstream brand for the fifth straight year.

Subaru soared to the #1 spot on Consumer Reports’ car brand rankings, climbing six 
spots from last year. Consumer Reports evaluates feedback from vehicle owners, crash 
test performance, and testing to decide the scores. Subaru has also received positive 
recognition from Kelley Blue Book’s 5-Year Cost to Own Awards: “Best Brand” and “Best 
Compact SUV/Crossover” for the 2019 Crosstrek.

With all this good news, it’s important that we not lose focus on the challenges 
ahead. The launch of the new Legacy and Outback is less than six months away, and 
we’re in the final stretch of preparations. Most sections have been receiving an influx 
of new people to supplement manning to facilitate training for the upcoming GC7 
build. It is vitally important that we use these preproduction (PP) activities to identify 
improvements that can be made before the official start of production (SOP). Issues 
that are identified and fixed now will assure a smooth launch in July. 

I’d like to express my appreciation for the contributions each of you have made in 
support of the progress we’ve made so far—as well as your ongoing efforts to ensure 
a successful launch and SIA’s continued success.

Auto Sales Freeze 
While Subaru Still 
Heats Up The Market

Scott Brand
SVP

The new GC7 Legacy will be on display for Associates to see in the Security 
Hallway, March 21-22.

GC7 Legacy to be on Display

Registration is now open for the 2019 Subaru Color 5K on June 15. In its fifth year, 
the event offers fun for all ages with the choice of either a 1-mile paved route or a 5K 
nature trail route.

Last year’s event raised more than $46,000 for Special Olympics Indiana. This year 
marks the 50th anniversary of that organization—so the fundraising goal is $50,000. 
Prizes are available for the largest team and the top fundraising team. The registration 
site can be used to easily request donations from family and friends electronically.

Registration is $35 for adults and $30 for children 10 and under. However, early bird 
registrants get a $5 discount with code “SIAEMP2019” before April 30. Entry fees 
include a T-shirt, bag and fandanna. Register at subarucolor5k.itsyourrace.com. 

The colored corn starch powder used for the race is non-toxic and easily washes off 
skin and clothing. For questions, contact Sarah May at sarah.may@subaru-sia.com.

Registration Open for 
Subaru Color 5K

Subaru Color 5K
Saturday, June 15

Register at subarucolor5k.itsyourrace.com
Use code “SIAEMP2019” 
to save $5 before April 30
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MON:
Curry Rice & Katsu

Yasai Itame
(Stir fry vegetables)

TUE:
Ramen Noodles 

Gyudon
(Sweet Beef)

WED:
Karaage Chicken

Katsudon
(Pork Egg)

THU:
Buta don (Pork)

FRI:
Udon & Soba Noodles,

Karaage Chicken
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Month

3/4/19-
3/10/19

3/11/19-
3/17/19

1/1/19-
3/3/19

1/1/19-
3/3/19

2/1/19-
2/28/19

Legacy 598 658 7,557 7,687 3,201

Outback 4,184 4,427 38,907 39,365 15,912

Impreza 1,068 1,094 11,680 11,906 5,161

Ascent 2,130 2,125 18,309 18,321 7,872

Total 7,980 8,304 76,453 77,279 32,146

breakfast: Sausage pancake sandwich $2.99
FIT: Sweet chili pork loin $3.99

market: Chicken and noodles $5.99
grill: Buffalo chicken quesadilla $4.29

soup: Broccoli cheese soup

monday

breakfast Kickin’ chicken breakfast sandwich $4.29
FIT Beef and broccoli $4.59

market Cantina Burrito or Rice Bow $6.99
grill Meat lovers calazone $4.29

soup Loaded baked potato soup

tuesday

breakfast French toast $1.99
FIT Chicken bruschetta flatbread $3.99

market Boneless/bone-in wing bar $5.99
grill All american sub $4.59

soup House made chili

wednesday

breakfast Loaded breakfast bagel $4.29
FIT Z’atar pita or salad $5.99

market DIY Mexican bar $.40/oz
grill Spicy chicken bacon ranch $4.59

soup Beef barley soup
*March Madness Specials (1p-5p)*

thursday

breakfast Breakfast pizza $3.99
FIT Oven roasted turkey breast $3.99

market BBQ ribs or catfish meal $6.99
grill Bacon cheeseburger on pretzel bun $4.59

soup Clam chowder
*March Madness Specials (1p-5p)*

friday

All Associates are invited to attend the 2019 Spring TPM Success Story Competition 
on May 14 from 2:30 p.m. until 4 p.m. at the Training and Reception Center. This 
competition will feature three team presentations from Group Leaders, Team Leaders, 
and Associates throughout SIA. The presentations will be no longer than 12 minutes 
long and consist of a KPI deviation found at the Section Board, which is then assigned 
to the Group Board. From there, it is assigned to the Team Board and, through the 
Hoshin alignment, the failure is successfully addressed. A first-place ribbon will be 
awarded.

The Competition will also feature a guest presentation from the second and third 
place contestants for the 2018 SBR competition. Everyone attending will have the 
opportunity to win the use of a Subaru for a month. For more information, contact 
Bob Burthay at ext. 6351.

Join the Spring TPM 
Success Story Competition

On April 16, Subaru Serves, SIA’s Associate Volunteer Program will volunteer with 
NICHES Land Trust at Peter’s Mill Landing. There are two shifts to accommodate all 
Associates: 1-3 p.m. and 5-7 p.m. Associates will be cleaning outside areas, removing 
invasive species of plants, and grading the gravel parking lot.

Peter’s Mill Landing is one of NICHES most popular properties as it acts as the unloading 
spot for paddlers. With over 5,000 visitors annually, this property needs cleaned on 
a weekly basis. Large groups, like what SIA can offer, allow for bigger projects to be 
taken care of.

If you are interested in coming out to lend a hand, email Sarah May at 
sarah.may@subaru-sia.com with your name, badge number, and which shift you would 
like to attend. If you are new to Subaru Serves, please also include your t-shirt size.

Get Involved With Subaru Serves 
Day With Niches Land Trust

Subaru Day at the Indiana State Museum will be available twice in 2019: April 20 and 
June 29. Both dates are on non-production days, so be sure to plan to take your family. 
With your badge, you will be able to get your entire immediate family into the museum 
for free. You will also receive a voucher for $5 parking in the museum’s garage. 

For an additional fee, your family can catch a movie at the IMAX theatre located inside 
of the museum or have lunch at the Farmers Market Cafe. More information, including 
IMAX movie schedules and pricing, can be found at www.indianamusuem.org.

Subaru Day at Indiana State 
Museum Offers Free Family Fun

If you elected to have a Flexible Spending Account (FSA) in 2018, all expenses incurred 
through the end of December must be submitted for reimbursement no later than 
March 31. Per IRS regulations, unused dollars are forfeited. 

Check your balance by visiting Chard Snyder’s website at www.chard-snyder.com:
• Click on My Account Login
• Select FSA from the drop-down menu
• Your username is your social security number (numbers only)
• Your password is the last four digits of your social security number, unless you 

have changed it

How to submit a claim for reimbursement: 
• Determine what eligible expenses you will submit 
• Gather the appropriate statements for the eligible expenses 
• Complete a Chard Snyder FSA Claim Form 
• Submit the claim form along with the appropriate statements to Chard Snyder 

using one of the methods listed on the claim form

Submit Flexible Spending 
Account Expenses for 
2018 by End of Month

Discount Tickets Available 
for Upcoming Events

Indy Fuel – All remaining games can be purchased online at
 fuel.isportstix.com/order/events/1075

Indiana Pacers – The games listed below can be purchased online at 
www.pacersgroups.com/subaru with code SUBARU2019.

• Friday, April 5 at 8 p.m. vs. Boston Celtics
• Sunday, April 7 at 5 p.m. vs. Brooklyn Nets

An optician will be onsite June 6 at 6-8 a.m. in the cafeteria 
for third-shift Associates to order safety glasses. Associates 
must bring a current prescription, less than two years-old. If 
Associates are not able to see the optician at SIA, they may 
go to Neo Vision at 2200 Elmwood to order safety glasses. 
Going to Neo Vision requires the proper order form. See 
your AR rep for an authorization form and submit to the 
Medical Clinic. Once approved, the proper order form will be 
returned to the Associate through their AR rep. The optician will return 
Thursday, June 20 from 6-8 a.m. for third-shift pick up. The optician will 
continue to be onsite every Thursday at 2-5 p.m. For questions, call Linda 
in Medical at ext. 6082.

Optician to be Onsite for 
Third-Shift Associates

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), a United Way program of Greater Lafayette, is 
helping qualifying individuals file their taxes for free. All VITA representatives are IRS-
certified tax preparers and last year helped hundreds of local people maximize their 
refund. 

If your 2018 household income was less than $66,000, you qualify for free tax 
preparation. Call or text 765-421-6163 or visit uwlafayette.org/vita to make an 
appointment. Alternatively, you can prepare your own taxes for free by visiting 
myfreetaxes.com. April 15 is the filing deadline.

Local Organization Offering 
Free Tax Assistance

Join the Lafayette Police Department on April 13 for the Foot Pursuit 5K on the Rec 
Center grounds.

This event will include a 5K and the optional SWAT pull-up challenge following the 
race to show off participants’ strength. All funds raised will go to Heartford House, 
a local not for profit who serves children who have been victims of abuse through 
forensics interviews, victim advocacy and education.

To register, visit http://footpursuit5k.itsyourrace.com.

Join the Foot Pursuit 5K 
Benefiting Heartford House


